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ECUADOR (ECU) 

[Last Update: October 19/2016] 

Sources 

The official statistical office in Ecuador is Instituto Nacional de Estadísticas y Censos (INEC, 

http://www.ecuadorencifras.gob.ec/home/). INEC is in charge population statistics including 

censuses and vital registration. All mortality data was electronically provided by former 

director Byron Villacís. Population census by age, sex and province was downloaded from 

REDATAM which has as source the INDEC national censuses in October 19/2016 

(http://www.cepal.org/cgi-

bin/getprod.asp?xml=/redatam/noticias/paginas/5/14185/P14185.xml&xsl=/redatam/tpl/p18

f.xsl&base=/redatam/tpl/top-bottom.xsl). 

 

Mortality information cover the entire national de facto population and available, since 1990, 

in electronic format for our manipulation. From 1990 to 1996 causes of death follow the ICD-

IX classification. From 1997 and onwards causes of death follow the ICD-X version, and so 

we do.  

 

Territorial coverage 

Ecuador is the fourth smallest and most dense country in South America. Perhaps, due to this 

condition, it has kept several confrontation with neighboring nations from the dissolution of 

La Gran Colombia to the last decade of the twentieth century. However, it keeps the same 

national territory and limits since 1920, covering a total of 283.561 Km2, of which 95,443 

Km2 correspond to insular regions in the Pacific (Including the famous Galapagos Islands).  

 

The official geographical information for Ecuador is produced by the Instituto Geográfico 

Militar- IGM (http://www.igm.gob.ec/index.php/en/). Figure 1 shows the current official 

map with the political internal division of Argentina, provided by this office. 

 

All the data collected refers to the areas included in Ecuador’s national statistics during the 

year in question without any adjustments. Today all main divisions are known as 

“Provincias”, and since 1990 the only change at these level has been the creation of Provincia 

de Orellana in the Amazon region, formerly part of Provincia Napo, while Santa Elena and 

Santo Domingo were created a couple of years later. The incorporation of these three 

provinces in the official statistics was delayed and Orellana appears only after year 2000, 

while Santa Elena and Santo Domingo are part of the official statistics since 2010. For a total 

of 24 Provincias by 2010.  
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Figure ECU1. Official Map for the Political Internal Division of Ecuador 

 

 

 

 
 

Source: IGM 

 

  



Latin American Human Mortality Database (www.la mortalidad.org).                              

Sources and Data Treatment for ECUADOR 

 

3 

 

Data Treatment  

 

There are some cases of maternal mortality with unknown age that after prorating were 

reassigned to the age 85+ and region was not changed, as it is described in all our methods. 

Given that those cases cannot occur at such ages, then they were reassingned to the age group 

with the largest maternal mortality rates, namely ages 35 to 39. For year 1991 there were two 

maternal deaths from Provincias Guayas and Manabi. In 1992 there was one case from 

Pichincha. Two cases in 1993 from Provincias Azuay and Cañar, and one last case in 1996 

from Provincia Sucumbios. 

 


