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COLOMBIA (COL) 

[Last Update: June 22/2017] 

Sources 

The official statistical office in Colombia is Departamento Administrativo Nacional de 

Estadísticas (DANE, www.dane.gov.co). DANE is in charge of all kind of statistics 

produced by the country, including censuses and vital registration.  

 

Mortality records by age and sex from 1970 to 1978 are transcribed from the official 

DANE report entitled “Registro de defunciones en Colombia 1970-1978”. Published by 

Departamento Administrativo Nacional de Colombia-DANE & UNICEF-Fondo de las 

Naciones Unidas para la Infancia in 1987. 

 

Since year 1979 DANE provided individual death records in electronic format for our 

manipulation. They cover the entire national de facto population registered by place of 

residence and included data on region and cause of death. From 1979 to 1996 DANE 

collected the death records following the ICD-IX. From year 1997 to the latest available, 

DANE records and reports cause of death exactly as in the ICD-X version, and so we do.  

 

Census data was also electronically provided by DANE in aggregated numbers by ages. 

Whenever possible, the single age data is reported. For the XX century Colombia run ten 

censuses: 1905, 1912, 1918, 1928, 1938, 1951, 1964, 1973, 1985 and 1993. The most 

recent census took place on 2005 with a very different methodology from all previous 

censuses. 

 

The website includes the 1985, 1993 and 2005 census data that covered the entire national 

de facto population. The first two censuses were carried out as “traditional” census of full 

immobilization for the most of the population that resides in the urban areas, while the rural 

areas were covered in up to three months. While the 2005 census was carried out as a 

“continuous census methodology”, carried out between May-2005 and May-2006.  

 

Territorial coverage 

The last change that suffered Colombia during the twentieth century was the lost of Panama 

in 1903, when it was sold to the U.S.A. in the Canal Zone episode. Ever since, the national 

territory has not changed, covering a total of 1,139,155 Km2 with the same territorial limits. 

The history and up to date outer limits and political division for inner limits and maps can 

be found at the Sociedad Geográfica de Colombia 

(http://www.sogeocol.edu.co/cart_01_divpol.htm). Figure 1 shows the current map with the 

political internal division of Colombia as portrayed by the official geographical office in 

Colombia: Instituto Geográfico Agustín Codazzi-IGAC. 
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Figure COL1. Official Colombian Map for the Political Internal Division
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All the data collected refers to the areas included in the Colombian national statistics during 

the year in question without any adjustments. Internal Political Administrative Division 

(DIVIPOLA) for Colombia was the same since 1909. There is a change of names in 

territorial hierarchies since 1991 when each and all entities here presented are called 

“Departamento” or State, as the 1991 New Republic Constitution changed it. Before 1991, 

some of the current Departamentos were named as “Intendencias” or “Comisarías”, but the 

limits remain the same since 1909. There is a total of 32 Departamentos and Bogotá,the 

capital city, is not considered a Departamento, but it has been classified independently for 

all the second half of the XX century. DANE collected mortality records from 1970 to 1978 

for all Intendencias and Comisarías, and presents them altogether as “Territorios 

Nacionales” (National Territories). The following Table shows the categorization in 

Departamentos, Intendencias and Comisarias before 1991.  

 

 

 

Table COL1. Categorization of Regions in Colombia prior 1991 

Departamento Departamento Comisaría 

Antioquia La Guajira Amazonas 

Atlántico Magdalena Guainía 

Bolívar Meta Guaviare 

Boyacá Nariño Vaupés 

Caldas 

Norte de 

Santander Vichada 

Caquetá Quindío Intendencia 

Cauca Risaralda Arauca 

Cesar Santander Casanare 

Córdoba Sucre Putumayo 

Cundinamarca Tolima 

San Andrés y 

Providencia 

Chocó Valle del Cauca   

Huila     

 

 

Data Treatment  

From 1970 to 1978 DANE presented the death records for Comisarías and Intendencias in 

just one category called “Territorios Nacionales” (National Territories), as published in the 

official DANE report entitled “Registro de defunciones en Colombia 1970-1978”. This 

publication reports for year 1970 that the departments of Cauca, Nariño and Valle are 

under-registered as there were recollection and processing problems (see notes for Cuadro 

10, page 394 and Cuadro 11, page 475). Similarly, for year 1978 Atlántico, Antioquia and 
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Córdoba present under-registration problems due to coverage issues (Cuadro 3, page 21 and 

Cuadro 10, page 394).1 

 

For 1991 the first age-groups were collapsed in the large 0-10 age-group because the first 

age groups reported inconsistent number of deaths when compared with the rest of the 

series. However, when aggregating them in this large age-group, they continued the trend.  

 

There are a total of five cases with a wrongly assigned maternal mortality cause of death. 

For instance, for Departamento of Nariño, by year 1999 there is one case with such cause of 

death for a women aged 68. 

 

For years 2011 and 2012 there were 18 and 52 cases, respectively, that recorded neonatal 

deaths beyond age 1. They were reassigned to age 0-1.  

 

For years 2013 and 2014 DANE reported 61 and 66 cases, respectively, that recorded 

perinatal deaths beyond age 1. The reason is those deaths had as main cause a problem that 

started during that stage of life and was carried on until the final age of death. All cases 

were left as in the original database. 

 

For year 2014 there was a maternal death recorded at age 85+ at the department of 

Magdalena, it was reassigned to age 25-29 (the one with the highest mode). Similarly, two 

death records of unknown age, one in Chocó and one in Magdalena, were reassigned to 

ages 30-34 and 25-29, respectively (for being those with the highest mode). 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 The notes are literally: “Existe sub-registro en Antioquia, Atlántico y Córdoba por problemas de cobertura”; 

and “El sub-registro que presenta Cauca, Nariño y Valle se debe a problemas de recolección y 

procesamiento”.  


