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BRAZIL (BRA) 

Sources 

The official statistical office in Brazil is Instituto Nacional de Geografia e Estatística 

(IBGE, www.ibge.gov.br). IBGE is in charge population statistics including censuses and 

household surveys. We obtained census data, country and provinces, from the national 

system of population statistics (SIDRA). The data are organized by age and sex. IBGE also 

contains information on vital records (death counts), but for consistence we opted to obtain 

this information from the Ministry of Health Database. 

 

We obtained mortality information from the Sistema de Informação de Mortalidade do 

Ministério da Saúde (www.datasus.gov.br). They granted us individual death records that 

cover the entire national population since 1970 in electronic format for our manipulation. 

From 1970 to 1995 SIM-Datasus, information on causes of death follow the ICD-IX 

classification. From 1996 on, information on causes of death follow the ICD-X version. 

The information on causes of death on LAHMD follows the same criteria as established by 

SIM-Datasus.  

 

This website includes the 1980, 1991, 2000 and 2010 census data that covers the national 

population as well population for each of its provinces. .  

 

Territorial coverage 

 

Brazil occupies roughly half of South America, bordering the Atlantic Ocean. Brazil covers 

a total area of 8,514,215 km2 (3,287,357 sq mi), which includes 8,456,510 km
2
 

(3,265,080 sq mi) of land. Brazil is bordered by all South American countries but Paraguay 

(borders with Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, French Guiana, Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, 

Suriname, Uruguay and Venezuela). 

 

Brazil's 26 states and the Federal District (Distrito Federal) are divided conventionally into 

five regions: North (Norte), Northeast (Nordeste), Southeast (Sudeste), South (Sul), and 

Center-West (Centro-Oeste). In 1996 there were 5,581 municipalities (municípios), which 

have municipal governments. Many municipalities, which are comparable to United States 

counties, are in turn divided into districts (distritos), which do not have political or 

administrative autonomy. In 1995 there were 9,274 districts. All municipal and district 

seats, regardless of size, are considered officially to be urban. For purely statistical 

purposes, the municipalities were grouped in 1990 into 559 micro-regions, which in turn 

constituted 136 meso-regions. This grouping modified the previous micro-regional division 

established in 1968, a division that was used to present census data for 1970, 1975, 1980, 

and 1985. 

 

There is a total of 26 states and Distrito Federal (Brasília), the capital city that for our 

purposes is considered an independent state.  
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Figure - 1 BRA. Political and Regional Division, Brazil, 2010 

 
 

 

Data Treatment  

There are no particular treatments for Brazil; it follows the general rules without 

exceptions. 


