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ARGENTINA (ARG) 

[Last Update: July 11/2015] 

Sources 

The official statistical office in Argentina is Instituto Nacional de Estadísticas y Censos 

(INDEC, www.indec.gov.ar). INDEC is in charge population statistics including censuses 

and vital registration. However, we have downloaded only population census information 

from INDEC’s website, due to lack of information for death records at the level of 

desaggregation required for this project.  

 

Mortality information was provided by Dirección de Estadísticas e Información de Salud 

de Argentina-DEIS at Argentina’s Ministry of Health (www.deis.gov.ar). They granted us 

individual death records that cover the entire national de facto population since 1980 in 

electronic format for our manipulation. From 1980 to 1996 DEIS causes of death follow the 

ICD-IX classification. After that all years follow the ICD-X version, and so we do.  

 

For years 1977 to 1979 counts of deaths by age and sex were downloaded by the U.S. 

Census Bureau International Database (www.census.gov). 

 

This website includes the 1970, 1980, 1991, 2001 and 2010 census data that covered the 

entire national de facto population and the source is INDEC census reports directly. For the 

1970 census data, the source was the IPUMS-I [Minnesota Population Center. Integrated 

Public Use Microdata Series, International: Version 6.2 [Machine-readable database]. 

Minneapolis: University of Minnestoa, 2013. Data originally produced by the National 

Institute of Statistics and Census, Argentina. Download 

from https://international.ipums.org/international-action/extract_requests/download, 

September 9, 2013] 

 

Territorial coverage 

Argentina has kept the same national territory and limits for the entire XX century, 

covering a total of 3,761,274 Km2, of which 2,791,810 Km2 correspond to the American 

continent and the remaining 969,464 Km2 are situated in the Antartica and the Australs 

Islands (Georgias del Sur y Sandwich del Sur).  

 

The official geographical information for Argentina is produced by the Instituto Geográfico 

Nacional- IGN (http://www.ign.gob.ar/AreaProfesional/Geografia/DatosArgentina). Figure 1 

shows the current official map with the political internal division of Argentina, provided by 

this office. 

 

All the data collected refers to the areas included in the Argentinean national statistics 

during the year in question without any adjustments. Today all divisions are known as 

“Provincias”, but the history of internal political division for the XX century goes back to 

1884 when “Territorios Nacionales” were created with the following: Río Negro, La 

Pampa, Neuquén, Chubut, Santa Cruz, Tierra del Fuego (originally created as 

Gobernación), Formosa, Chaco, Misiones and Santiago del Estero.  
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There is a change of names in territorial hierarchies since 1955 when most of them are re-

named “Provincias” or States. It was in 1956 when Tierra del Fuego was merged with 

Antártida e Islas del Atlántico Sur and the rest of the Provincia of Patagonia, creating 

Provincia de Santa Cruz. By 1990, it was renamed as Provincia de Tierra del Fuego, 

Antártida e Islas del Atlántico Sur. 

 

There is a total of 23 Provincias plus Buenos Aires, the capital city, which is not considered 

a Province, but it has been classified independently for all administrative records since the 

beginning of the Republica.  
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Figure ARG1. Official Argentinean Map for the Political Internal Division 
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Data Treatment  

 

For year 1980 there was an excess of 1,614 deaths for males ages 15-19 for the cause of 

respiratory diseases and unknown region. After talking to the Ministry of Health, there is an 

apparent typing mistake and those deaths were re-assigned to unknown age and sex, and 

prorated, following the methods here proposed. All other tables follow the general rules.  

 

Similarly, for year 2012 the province San Luís held 76 cases of unknown sex, out of a total 

of 491 in total Argentina. Those cases were prorated following the general methods. 

 

Users should be aware that the region named as “Outside Argentina” corresponds to death 

records of Argentineans who died outside the country.  


